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Humans love traditions
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Evaluating traditions can be uncomfortable
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Traditions are powerful

The Book of Mormon 
is true

Joseph Smith 
was a prophet

The modern church
is true

Are they logical?

The Bible 
is true

Peter 
was a prophet

The Catholic church
is true
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Inherited traditions vs. the scriptures

“We can always trust the living prophets…

Our greatest safety lies in strictly following the 
word of the Lord given through His prophets…

The Lord warns that those who ignore the 
words of the living prophets will fall.”

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/gospel-
topics/prophets?lang=eng

If there arise among you a prophet…and giveth thee 

a sign or a wonder, and the sign or the wonder come to pass, 

whereof he spake unto thee, saying, ‘Let us go after 

other gods…and let us serve them;’

thou shalt not hearken unto the words of 

that prophet…for the Lord your God proveth you.
Deuteronomy 13:1-3

Every man of the house of Israel that sets up his idols in his 

heart, and puts the stumbling block of his iniquity before his 

face, and comes to the prophet; I the LORD will answer him 

that comes according to the multitude of his idols. 
Ezekiel 14:4

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/gospel-topics/prophets?lang=eng
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God uses prophets to test us 

Jeremiah 35 – The Rechabites

Commanded by Jeremiah to break their vow.

Commended by God for disobeying the prophet.

Malachi 2 – Priestly servant

Teaches truth & turns many from iniquity.

Departs out of the way and causes the people to stumble. 

1 Kings 13 – The Young Prophet

Commanded by God to not stop to eat or drink.

Tested by an old prophet and fails.
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Conditions for continuing revelation

Initial knowledge

More knowledge

Less knowledge

For God hath taken away his plainness from them, and 
delivered unto them many things which they cannot 
understand, because they desired it. And because they 
desired it God hath done it, that they may stumble.
Jacob 4:14

For unto him that receiveth I will give more; and from 
them that shall say, ‘We have enough,’ from them shall 
be taken away even that which they have.
2 Nephi 28:30

If they are not more faithful unto me, it shall be taken 
away, even that which they have.
D&C 60:3 (August 1831)

The Lord hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep 
sleep. For behold, ye have closed your eyes, and ye have 
rejected the prophets; and your rulers, and the seers hath 
he covered because of your iniquity.
2 Nephi 27:5 
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Does the data support continuing revelation?

Cumulative revelations in 2013 Doctrine and Covenants

Theoretical section count with
one new revelation per year

We believe all that God has revealed, 
all that He does now reveal,
and we believe that He will yet reveal 
many great and important things 
pertaining to the Kingdom of God.
Wentworth Letter - 1842

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

1823 1843 1863 1883 1903 1923 1943 1963 1983 2003

Cumulative revelations in 2013 Doctrine and Covenants



The Iron Rod Podcast

13

19

37

15

13

5

2
1 1 1

2

1829 1830 1831 1832 1833 1834 1835 1836 1837 1838 1839 1840 1841 1842 1843 1844

1844 Edition of Doctrine and Covenants

Sections revealed by year in 1844 Doctrine and Covenants

97 sections
19 per year

12 sections
1 per year



The Iron Rod Podcast

Later editions added sections, but the difference remains

Sections revealed by year in 2013 Doctrine and Covenants
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Our dilemma: tradition vs. data
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The Lord’s Promise/Warning
in 1829
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Revelation in March 1829

If the people of this generation harden not their hearts,
I will work a reformation among them…and I will establish my church,
even the church which was taught by my disciples.

https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/revelation-march-1829-dc-5/1

And now if this generation do harden their hearts against my word, 
behold I will deliver them up unto Satan.

https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/revelation-march-1829-dc-5/1
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The Melchizedek Priesthood
in 1831
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Tradition: June 1829 by Peter, James, & John

Never taught by Joseph

No documentation

No date

No corroborating testimony
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Conference in June 1831

“The authority of the Melchizedek Priesthood was 
manifested for the first time upon several of the 
Elders.”
Joseph Smith, History of the Church 1:175-177

"The Melchizedek priesthood was then
for the first time introduced.”
John Corrill, A Brief History of the Church of Christ of Latter Day Saints, 1839 

“Here for the first time I saw the Melchizedec
priesthood introduced into the church.”
Lyman Wight, Journal 

“This was the first occasion in which this 
priesthood had been revealed and conferred upon 
the Elders in this dispensation.”
Parley Pratt, Autobiography, 1874

“It has been supposed that this passage meant 
that the higher or Melchizedek Priesthood was 
now for the first time conferred upon men in 
this dispensation. This of course is an error…The 
Prophet does not mean that the Melchizedek 
Priesthood was given for the first time in the 
Church.”
Footnote, HC 1:176

Historical records Church apologetics
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Apostles vs. High Priesthood

From deacon to teacher,
and from teacher to priest,
and from priest to elder…
then comes the High Priesthood,
which is the greatest of all.
D&C 107:63-64

An apostle is an elder.
D&C 20:38

Even before the Church was organized, the Apostleship, 

the highest authority in the Melchizedek Priesthood, 

was conferred upon Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery…

It was at this conference, however, that the special office 

of High Priest was for the first time conferred upon men 

in this dispensation, except in so far as Apostles are also 

High Priests; and of course as these were men who had 

been ordained to the apostleship before this conference 

of June 1831, in that manner there had been High Priests 

in the Church, but not otherwise.
Footnote, HC 1:176

If apostles are high priests, 

and Joseph and Oliver were ordained apostles in 1829, 

why were Joseph and Oliver ordained to the High Priesthood in 1831?

ScriptureChurch apologetics
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The Fullness of the Gospel was had in 1831

April 1830  (D&C 20:9)

[The Book of Mormon] contains...the fulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

January 1831  (D&C 38:11)

Thou shalt preach the fulness of my gospel, which I have sent forth in these last days.

February 1831  (D&C 42:12)

The elders, priests and teachers of this church shall teach the principles of my gospel, which are in the 
Bible and the Book of Mormon, in the which is the fulness of the gospel.

October 1831  (D&C 66:2)

Blessed are you for receiving mine everlasting covenant, even the fulness of my gospel, sent forth unto the 
children of men.

February 1832  (D&C 76:14)

The record which we bear is the fulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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The Downgrade of 1834
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Disobedience in Missouri in 1833

Concerning your brethren who have been afflicted, 
and persecuted, and cast out from the land of their 
inheritance—I, the Lord, have suffered the affliction 
to come upon them, wherewith they have been 
afflicted, in consequence of their transgressions…

There were jarrings, and contentions, and 
envyings, and strifes, and lustful and covetous 
desires among them; therefore by these things 
they polluted their inheritances. They were slow 
to hearken unto the voice of the Lord their God; 
therefore, the Lord their God is slow to hearken unto 
their prayers, to answer them in the day of their 
trouble. In the day of their peace they esteemed 
lightly my counsel; but, in the day of their trouble, 
of necessity they feel after me.
D&C 101:1-2, 6-8

And that those who call themselves after my 
name might be chastened for a little season with 
a sore and grievous chastisement, because they 
did not hearken altogether unto the precepts 
and commandments which I gave unto them.
D&C 103:4

I give unto you counsel, and a commandment… 
with promise immutable and unchangeable, that 
inasmuch as those whom I commanded were 
faithful they should be blessed with a 
multiplicity of blessings; but inasmuch as they 
were not faithful they were nigh unto cursing. 
Therefore, inasmuch as some of my servants 
have not kept the commandment, but have 
broken the covenant through covetousness, 
and with feigned words, I have cursed them 
with a very sore and grievous curse.
D&C 104:1-4



The Iron Rod Podcast

May 3, 1834
The name of Christ removed from the name of the church

The conference came to order and Joseph Smith Jr. was chosen Moderator, and Frederick G. Williams and 

Oliver Cowdery were appointed clerks. After prayer the conference proceeded to discuss the subject of names 

and appellations, when a motion was made by Sidney Rigdon, and seconded by Newel K. Whitney, that this 

church be known hereafter by the name of THE CHURCH OF THE LATTER DAY SAINTS. Appropriate remarks 

were delivered by some of the members, after which the motion was put by the Moderator, and passed by 

unanimous voice.

HC 2:62-63

Ye shall call the church in my name…

And how be it my church save it be called in my name?
3 Nephi 27:8-9
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Do we believe the data?

I have decreed a decree which my people shall 
realize, inasmuch as they hearken from this 
very hour unto the counsel which I, the Lord 
their God, shall give unto them. Behold they 
shall…begin to prevail against mine enemies from 
this very hour. And by hearkening to observe all 
the words which I, the Lord their God, shall 
speak unto them, they shall never cease to 
prevail…

But inasmuch as they keep not my 
commandments, and hearken not to observe all 
my words, the kingdoms of the world shall 
prevail against them.

D&C 103:5-8

Did the Saints prevail against 
their enemies in Kirtland?

Did the Saints prevail against 
their enemies in Far West?

Did the Saints prevail against 
their enemies in Nauvoo?
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September 24, 1834
Committee to arrange the doctrine

The council then proceeded to appoint a committee to arrange 

the items of the doctrine of Jesus Christ, for the government 

of the Church of Latter Day Saints…

These items are to be taken from the BIBLE, BOOK OF MORMON, 

and the revelations which have been given to the church up 

to this date…

Councilor Samuel H. Smith nominated President Joseph Smith, 

Jun., Oliver Cowdery, Sidney Rigdon, and Frederick G. 

Williams to compose said committee… 
HC 2:165
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Differing opinions on the Lectures on Faith

The first part of the book will be found to contain a 
series of Lectures…embracing the important 
doctrine of salvation…

The church viewing this subject to be of 
importance, appointed…your servants to select and 
compile this work…We have, therefore, endeavored 
to present…the faith and principles of this 
society as a body.

We do not present this little volume with any other 
expectation than that we are to be called to 
answer to every principle advanced, in that day 
when the secrets of all hearts will be revealed, and 
the reward of every man's labor be given him.

Preface to the 1835 Doctrine and Covenants

“Lectures on Faith...were never presented nor 
accepted by the Church as being otherwise than 
theological lectures or lessons.”

Preface to 1921 Doctrine and Covenants

“It was thought by Elder James E. Talmage, 
chairman, and other members of the 
committee who were responsible for their 
omission that to avoid confusion and contention 
on this vital point of belief [i.e., on the Godhead], 
it would be better not to have them bound in the 
same volume as the commandments or 
revelations which make up the Doctrine and 
Covenants.”

Joseph Fielding Smith, 1940

Joseph, Oliver, Sidney, and Frederick Talmage, Smith, et al.
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Nauvoo: a second chance
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1841: Two contingent promises from the Lord

Won’t be moved out of their place

If my people will hearken unto my 
voice, and unto the voice of my 
servants whom I have appointed to 
lead my people, behold, verily I say 
unto you, they shall not be moved 
out of their place. 
D&C 124:45

Will be rejected as a church

I grant unto you a sufficient time to 
build a house unto me…
and if you do not these things at the 
end of the appointment 
ye shall be rejected as a church.

D&C 124:31-32
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What did the church do in response to D&C 124?

Instead:

• Masonic temple

• Brick houses

• Book of Abraham

Commanded to:

• Build Nauvoo Temple

• Build Nauvoo House

• Publish New Translation of the Bible, 
together with the Book of Mormon

Why call ye me, Lord, Lord,
and do not the things which I say?
Luke 6:46
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Was Joseph a fallen prophet?

“if thou art not aware thou wilt fall.” 
D&C 3:9

“there is none other appointed unto you to receive commandments and 
revelations until he be taken, if he abide in me.”
D&C 43:3

“if he abide in me, and if not, another will I plant in his stead.” 
D&C 35:18-19

Could Joseph fall?

Was Joseph obedient?

“And in temporal labors thou shalt not 
have strength, for this in not thy calling.” 
D&C 24:9

Mayor
Lt. General
Banker
Land speculator
Candidate for President of the United States
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Data shows Joseph lost the fulness of the priesthood

Build a house to my name, for the Most High to dwell therein. 
For there is not a place found on earth that he may come to and 
restore again that which was lost unto you, or which he hath 
taken away, even the fulness of the priesthood.
D&C 124:27-28

Why couldn’t the Lord come to the Kirtland temple?

When before 1841 did Joseph lose the fulness of the priesthood?
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Joseph fulfilled the fallen-prophet requirements

None else shall be appointed until this gift except it be through him; 
for if it be taken from him he shall not have power 
except to appoint another in his stead.
D&C 43:4

[Joseph Smith] said he was not 
going to prophecy any more. –
Hyrum should be the prophet–

Willard Richards

Went to the Grove and heard pres. J. preach 
on the law of the priesthood. He stated that 
Hyrum held the office of prophet to the 
church by birth-right & he was going to have 
a reformation and the saints must regard 
Hyrum for he has authority.

William Clayton

Joseph preached all day…said he 
would not prophesy any more; 
Hyrum should be the prophet. 

HC 5:512

July 16, 1843: Joseph appointed Hyrum in his stead:
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1844: Nauvoo Expositor

“We all verily believe, and many of us know of a surety, that the 
religion of the Latter Day Saints, as originally taught by 
Joseph Smith, which is contained in the Old and New 
Testaments, Book of Covenants, and Book of Mormon, is 
verily true; and that the pure principles set forth in those books, 
are the immutable and eternal principles of Heaven.”

Some of the “vicious lies” in the Nauvoo Expositor:
• Church leaders were teaching and practicing polygamy
• Joseph was teaching of innumerable Gods above God
• Joseph was teaching unconditional sealing up to eternal life

regardless of any sin except murder
• People were being excommunicated without due process



The Iron Rod Podcast

Kirtland Doctrine Nauvoo Doctrine

Godhead consists of two personages:
The Father is a personage of spirit, glory, and 
power. 
The Son is a personage of tabernacle.
The Holy Ghost is the mind they both possess.

Godhead consists of three personages:
The Father has a body of flesh and bones and was 
once a man.
Jesus is our elder brother.
The Holy Ghost is a man waiting to receive a body.

New and Everlasting Covenant of Baptism New and Everlasting Covenant of Marriage

Monogamy Polygamy

Endowment of spiritual power Endowment of secret knowledge

Are you an 1833 Mormon or an 1844 Mormon?
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Do we have prophets today?
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Brigham Young’s succession did not follow scriptural law

None else shall be appointed unto this 
gift except it be through him; for if it be 
taken from him he shall not have power 
except to appoint another in his stead. 

And this shall be a law unto you, that 
ye receive not the teachings of any that 
shall come before you as revelations 
or commandments; and this I give unto 
you that you may not be deceived, that 
you may know they are not of me. 

For verily I say unto you, that he that is 
ordained of me shall come in at the 
gate and be ordained as I have told you 
before…
D&C 43:4-7

Brigham was never ordained a high priest

“Now will it cause some of you to marvel that I was not 
ordained a High Priest before I was ordained an Apostle? 
Brother Kimball and myself were never ordained High 
Priests.  How wonderful!”
Brigham Young, General Conference April 6, 1853, JD 1:136

Brigham was never ordained a prophet, seer, and revelator

“Now is there a man in the church who has received the 
ordination of a prophet, seer and revelator. If there is I 
want to see him…
I think I am knowing to all the ordinations, but I don’t 
know of a man who has been ordained to the office and 
calling Brother Sidney has; and if he is cut off, who will we 
have to obtain revelations? A man must be in possession of 
this power to be able to ordain a prophet, and a seer and a 
revelator.” 
William Marks, Nauvoo Stake President, August 1844
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Implications for today
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Do we believe in the God of 1833 or the God of 1844?

And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom thou hast sent.

John 17:3

If the fullness is in the Book of Mormon, why is there no mention of God once being a man, having 
a body of flesh and bone, the need to practice polygamy, and the need for secret knowledge?

This is my doctrine, and whoso buildeth upon this buildeth upon my rock, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against them. And whoso shall declare more or less than this, and establish it for my 
doctrine, the same cometh of evil.
3 Nephi 11: 39-40
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What is our status today?

A people that was offered the fullness…

but was downgraded for rejecting what they had been offered.

Moses…sought diligently to sanctify his people… 
but they hardened their hearts… 
therefore, the Lord…took Moses out of their midst, 
and the Holy Priesthood also.

And the lesser priesthood continued, which 
priesthood holdeth the key of the ministering of 
angels and the preparatory gospel; which gospel is 
the gospel of repentance and of baptism, and the 
remission of sins…

D&C 84:23-27
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What is our status today?

Preparatory gospel of repentance and baptism

Knowledge of the fullness
3 Nephi 16:12 – we can come unto the knowledge of the fullness of the gospel
Jacob 5 – we are not bringing forth the fruit, but the roots are good 

We must each stand or fall on our own
Therefore, let every man stand or fall, by himself, and not for another; or not trusting another…
And if thine eye which seeth for thee, him that is appointed to watch over thee to show thee light, 
become a transgressor and offend thee, pluck him out.
JST Mark 9:44-46

Man should not counsel his fellow man, neither trust in the arm of flesh.
D&C 1:19
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Looking ahead

The RESTORATION is a future event
D&C 77:15

What is to be understood by the two witnesses, in the eleventh chapter of Revelation? 

They are two prophets that are to be raised up to the Jewish nation in the last days, at the time of the restoration...

The MARVELOUS WORK is a future event
2 Nephi 27:25-26

Forasmuch as this people draw near unto me with their mouth, and with their lips do honor me, but have removed their hearts far 

from me, and their fear towards me is taught by the precepts of men—therefore, I will proceed to do a marvelous work among 

this people…

Webster 1828 Dictionary: This word thus used implies that the motion, journey or voyage had been previously commenced, and to 

proceed is then to renew or continue the motion or progress.

The Lord will talk to us again
D&C 113:9-10

What are we to understand by Zion loosing herself from the bands of her neck; 2d verse?

We are to understand that the scattered remnants are exhorted to return to the Lord from whence they have fallen; which if 

they do, the promise of the Lord is that he will speak to them, or give them revelation. 
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Gospel=Church ≠
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Additional resources

http://onewhoissearching.com

http://measuringdoctrine.com

https://www.amazon.com/Joseph-Gap-History-Explains-Mormonisms/dp/B08YQCQB87

http://ironrodpodcast.com

http://onewhoissearching.com/
http://measuringdoctrine.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Joseph-Gap-History-Explains-Mormonisms/dp/B08YQCQB87
http://ironrodpodcast.com/
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